Family Letter (4)
October 11, 2011
Dear Colleagues,
‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philp 4 :13)
A warm welcome to all the new members who join this big family this year.

The new school year has already started. May | wish you all ‘a happy and fruitful new
year’, following the example of the Good Shepherd ---- knowing our own and let our own
know us, keeping them in company and carry out our mission with much love.

At our inaugural Mass of the new school year celebrated on 9 September at the Cathedral, |
was thrilled with the great responsibility of leading leaders of our Diocesan Schools entrusted
to me and the challenges we have to face in the near future. In prayer, God’s message keeps
repeating: ‘I am your Heavenly Teacher. | am your Hope and your Strength.” Then a sense of
deep peace embraces my heart. God’s grace is with me along every step | take which helps to
strengthen, to encourage and to console me.

To hear it is one thing, yet to live it in the present is another. Sometimes it is hard to see
how Jesus is at work, especially when we are facing challenges. He is good at using events or
persons to tell me about his love, his mercy, his justice and his kindness.

Most of the time, he speaks through the Scriptures to show his love and compassion. He is
at work in us in everyday activities, contacts with different people, only if we take on a
heavenly perspective. He sees in much greater depth than we do --- in persons, in events .....

Perhaps it takes time before we find ourselves becoming more compassionate, more
tolerant, more loving, and more into His likeness as a good shepherd.

In one of his speeches, our Pope Benedict XVI encourages us that ‘in spite of all
challenges that come along, we will never lose our refuge. The foundation of the world is love.
Keep going on, trust the One who loves us.” We may not feel any affirmation from the Lord.
But again, we can trust that if we have done all we can do, God will be pleased with us.

‘Come to me, all who are labored and heavy burdened .....° (Mt. 11:28)

Let us go back to the Scriptures and begin our day in prayers. Let our desk in the office be
an altar, offering our fears, our doubts, our consolations and our love to the Lord.

When we think we can’t tackle a challenge which seems too threatening, ask the Holy
Spirit to strengthen us and help us. Jesus has all the gears we need. He is ready to climb up the
mountain with us --- all the way to the very top.

Be assured of my daily prayers for all of you. May God bless us and may His Holy Spirit
fill us with God’s encouragement, guidance and love.

With prayerful wishes

Sr. Cecilia Wong
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